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September 4, 2020 


Mr. Mitch Weiss 

Executive Director 

California Transportation Commission 
1120 N Street, MS-52 

Sacramento, CA 95814 


Subject: Uplift Melrose — Application for Active Transportation Program 
(ATP) Cycle 5 Grant 


Dear Mr. Weiss: 


On behalf of the Melrose Business Improvement Association / Business 
Improvement District, we are pleased to submit this letter of support for the 
City of Los Angeles’ efforts to secure funding under the Active Transportation 
Program (ATP) Cycle 5 for the proposed “Uplift Melrose” project. This project 
will implement a series of critical bicycle and pedestrian improvements along a 
1.3-mile stretch in the Melrose Arts District along Melrose Avenue between N. 
Fairfax Avenue and N. Highland Avenue, including a raised cycle track along 
Melrose, sidewalk curb extensions at all corners, raised east/west crosswalks, 
and a number of other key enhancements and traffic control measures that will 
significantly improve pedestrian and bicycle safety along the corridor. 


The 22 blocks of Melrose Avenue between Fairfax Avenue and Highland 
Avenue fall within the City’s High Injury Network, which spotlights streets 
with a high concentration of traffic collisions that result in severe injuries. The 
project area has experienced 17 collisions involving a car and 
pedestrian/bicyclist that has resulted in severe injury or death in the past 10 
years. Moreover, our youths and elderly are particularly vulnerable, with 
statistics showing that 30% of those killed or severely injured while walking or 
bicycling are under 18 or over 64 years of age. This fact is a key motivator to 
implement this project which includes a public high school, public elementary 
school, and religious institutions along Melrose Avenue. 


This stretch of Melrose Avenue has faced decades of infrastructure neglect and 
one of the results has been that active transportation users, including hundreds 
of children that attend neighborhood schools, face a dangerous walking and 


biking environment on a day-to-day basis. “Uplift Melrose” will transform 
shahin aak Melrose Avenue by implementing a “Complete Streets” road reconfiguration 
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footage of pedestrian space. The “Uplift Melrose” project represents a bold 
effort to address the dire safety issues in the project area, while also directly 
addressing the City’s future mobility plans which specifically call for separated 
bikeways on Melrose Avenue. This project will also serve as a catalyst for 
activating the public space for both residents and non-residents to visit and 
enjoy the many restaurants and retail stores along this corridor. 


The Melrose BID Board of Directors voted unanimously to support the “Uplift 
Melrose” Project at their August 14, 2020 Regular Board Meeting. Principal 
reasons for this action were: 


1. “Uplift Melrose” helps maintain the economic viability of the small, 
unique, independent, “1 -off,” “un-mall collection” character of 
businesses in the Melrose Arts District; 

2. “Uplift Melrose” will make the business district safer for all, addressing 
the documented High Injury Network injuries and deaths on our street; 

3. The project provides relief to the COVID-19 and civil unrest disasters 
that have befallen our community and jeopardize its small businesses; 

4. The project creates the infrastructure programming in the City’s own 
Mobility 2035 Plan, as well as in the Melrose BID’s Future Vision 
Plan, both of which resulted from substantial community engagement 
as well as deep dives into infrastructure needs; 

5. The project compliments the Melrose BID Universal Valet Parking 
Program, which when fully operational, will cumulatively add an 
estimated 60 parking spaces to the local inventory and more if new 
spaces can be provided at Fairfax High School; 

6. The project grant includes funding that adjacent neighborhoods can 
program to design and construct measures that protect against cut- 
through traffic impacts; 

7. The project has positive environmental benefits. 


We respectfully request that you give favorable consideration to this funding 
application which will allow the Melrose Arts District to achieve its goal of 
creating a safe and sustainable active transportation environment. Thank you 
for your consideration. 


Dr. Deny Weintraub Donald R. Duckworth 
President Executive Director 


